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7.2 a: X-ray specta of Source 1 (top) and

Source 2 (bottom) of the spiral galaxy IC 342 ob-
tained with ASCA, compared between the Septem-
ber 1993 and February 2000 observations. The data
are corrected for the instrumental responses and
photoelectric absorption. Thus, Source 1 made a
spectral transition from the soft state to the hard

state, wvice versa for Source 2.
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7.2 b: Room background spectra of the HXD
experiment, taken in the pre-fligh calibration at a
temperature of —20° and normalized to the effec-
tive area. The lower energy threshold of 10 keV has
been achieved, together with very low bakcground
levels which satisfy the design goal. Also shown are
the predicted in-robit HXD background, in compar-

ison with those of other satellite experiments.
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